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GPC

About the Great Pumpkin Commonwealth (GPC)

   The Great Pumpkin Commonwealth is a collection of more than 70 official weigh-off sites, their 
supporting clubs, and growers worldwide. These sponsored sites are attended by hundreds of 
thousands to the ever popular annually run festivals and weekend events held each summer and fall. 
Established in 1993 the GPC is the major organizer and sanctioning body overseeing competitions in 
giant pumpkin and vegetable growing. The GPC works vigorously to improve weigh-off site standards 
in fairness of competition while promoting family values. 

    The GPC sets the recognized standard for all world records in the curcurbita maxima family as used 
by Guinness for their World Record endeavors. GPC growers have set the World Records for the last 
15 years. The approaching milestone of 2000 pounds will continue drive and advance this hobby to 
lofty goals. Research and development supported by the GPC and its supporting clubs have enabled 
growers to make giant strides in the agricultural community. Annual weight records have been 
challenged repeatedly as the current world record of 1725 pounds (set October 3, 2009.) is once again 
soon to be eclipsed.  

    The GPC strives to foster an environment friendly approach using basic organic techniques that has 
shown extreme fruit development can be obtained with out harming our surroundings. The GPC's 
mission cultivates the hobby of growing giant pumpkins throughout the world by establishing 
standards and regulations that ensure quality of fruit, fairness of competition, recognition of 
achievement, fellowship and education for all participating growers and weigh-off sites. 

    The GPC is continuing to explore partnership and promotional opportunities that may enable us to 
enhance prospects for growers, clubs and sites. Working with sponsors provides funding to foster 
education and awareness of this wonderful pastime. Please help us to continue bringing joy and 
amazement every fall to all walks of life with our Great Pumpkins. Our growers provide thousands of 
these giants each year competing with them at GPC officially registered events. Our corporate appeal 
with the selection and location of these fruit makes the GPC the premier supplier for all giant 
pumpkins. If you need to know where the biggest giant is every fall before it is public we are just an 
email away. Please help us to help you!!!

    The GPC is a private non-profit entity with an educational listing and relies on our growers within 
the commonwealth to help us build for the future. You may see our back ground and can contact us on 
our web site:

http://www.greatpumpkincommonwealth.com/

December 2009

http://www.greatpumpkincommonwealth.com/
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Weigh off Handbook 

This is a guide to help with your weigh off; we have tried to cover all the “frequently asked 

questions” and to supply some instruction to help you. 

1) Some sites have a pre registration for their weigh offs; this is an option any site can use 

in determining the amount of entrants there will be.  Any site may take our example entry 

form and modify however they wish.  It is based on the data entry program, which will 

make it easier for those working the computer: 

GENERAL WEIGH-OFF ENTRY FORM 

 

I ensure the quality of my entered fruit by attesting to the spirit of fairness of competition and fellowship while 

adhering to all GPC rules and regulations.   I have cultivated, nurtured and tended for this pumpkin from planting 

to harvest.   

            ________________________________    

             Signature 
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This document can be found at: 

http://greatpumpkincommonwealth.com/PDF/ENTRYFORM.doc 

 

Here is a link that has Dave Stelts and Ken Desrosiers talking about the BP spread sheet: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/4/an7ZTDe2SC0 

 

It is a huge benefit to have all the correct information about the grower/growers and their 

fruit.   The cross should be noted, female and male.  Were the pollinations controlled? 

 

Here’s some samples of how other sites handle the registration process: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/5/WmrO6ZC1tKE 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/15/GP0ZIxylnUQ 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/8/9ww_0qqtNnk 

 

The measurements also should be recorded; the 3 measure system is what is used in 

determining the estimated weight. Here is a breakdown and an illustration  

To calculate your pumpkin weight, you need to obtain three measurements.   

 

Measure the circumference of the fruit parallel to the ground at stem height. This is 

measurement number 1.  

 

Now place your tape at the plant stem to the ground and to the blossom end to the 

ground. What is the distance from ground to ground? This is measurement number 2.  

 

Now place your tape perpendicular to the plant stem at the widest portion of the pumpkin. 

Place the tape at the ground on both sides at this wide spot. Is it perpendicular to the 

plant stem? Now measure the distance from ground contact to ground contact. This is 

measurement number 3.  

 

http://greatpumpkincommonwealth.com/PDF/ENTRYFORM.doc
http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/4/an7ZTDe2SC0
http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/5/WmrO6ZC1tKE
http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/15/GP0ZIxylnUQ
http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/8/9ww_0qqtNnk
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The circumference measurement should be taken where you have the largest circumference. 

It will not always be parallel to the ground. It may be above or below the stem and above or 

below the blossom point. On most large pumpkins the largest circumference is not at the 

stem/ blossom level. The largest circumference is necessary to obtain the most accurate 

weight estimate as most of the circumference measurements used to obtain the weight 

equations were largest circumference 

 

Here’s some video on how to measure OTT 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/17/Cd1S8gUC-Ew 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/11/zAY498hHkc4 

 

2) Judges 

Article 1 Section 5 Paragraph B & C 

B. Each site will be responsible for providing no less than 3 and no more than 5 

judges. 

C.  Judges for a weigh-off will consist of any combination of the following:  

club/grower representative, site coordinator, site representative, and two 

experienced growers. 

Each site must have a minimum of 3 judges to inspect and check over each fruit. 

 

These judges should have a good knowledge of agriculture/gardening and be thoroughly 

informed of all GPC rules and standard practices.  Some sites use growers, some use 

agriculture related representatives.  Fair and unbiased is the key to selecting your judges. 

 

  

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/17/Cd1S8gUC-Ew
http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/11/zAY498hHkc4
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3) Securing a Scale for Weigh off Day and Weighing the Fruit 

This is the single most important item you need at your Weigh off.  

 

Article I Section 11 Paragraph B: 

The above mentioned representatives will also assume responsibility of ensuring the 

integrity of the fruits and that scales have been calibrated by a recognized weights 

and measurement business or government agency prior to the weigh-off.  

 

Article II – Section 2 

All specimens that will be submitted to the GPC for prize money and recognition 

must be weighed on a certified scale with only the fruit on the scale.  Any fruit 

weighed with a tarp, pallet, or any other lifting device will be classified unofficial 

weight or “EXH” 

Generally the fruits are weighed from smallest to biggest 

Each fruit is brought to the scale either by forklift and lifting ring, or as they do in a few 

places, human manpower. 

To achieve the drop dead accurate weight, all lifting and moving items should be removed 

once the fruit is on the scale. This includes the lifting ring and ties or the lifting tarp.   

Only the naked fruit on a platform scale will be considered for the official weight.  

Anything else will be considered exhibition only. 

 

Article II Section 2 paragraphs A & B: 

A. A certified scale is one that has been inspected and certified by a governmental 
agency and must have a current certification sticker attached to the scale. 

Scales that have been certified by other qualified agencies for commercial 
purposes as "legal for trade" are also acceptable.  

B. All sites should use a 4’ X 4’ platform scale or larger, sitting level on a solid 
stable surface.  

The GPC would prefer a scale to be calibrated to .5 of a pound, weights given in 1 pound 

increments are acceptable but not preferred.  

 

Most sites rent these from a local scale company, and have the company come and set up 

the scale. Also it’s a good idea to have a representative from the company present during 

the weigh off, as a precaution, just in case there are scale related issues. If a scale 

representative cannot be present make sure you get a number for emergency service.  

 

Make sure to have your scale placed on a very sturdy, stable structure if you are locating 

it above ground, as they need to be on a very solid base. Same attention should be used 

if placing the scale on the ground to be sure there is a very stable foundation. 
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Here’s a video about scale certification: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/10/BETp0fWPch8 

 

Also it is almost a necessity to have at least 1 digital display for the crowd to see the 

weight as the fruit is placed on the scale: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Unloading of Exhibits 

Securing at least one fork lift and a lifting is almost a given, as you will be bombarded by 

multiple entrants arriving at the same time. 

It is a good practice to off load the fruit once the grower has registered 

 

To help the equipment operators moving the fruit on site please view these YouTube 

videos: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7c-r9G0cLjg&feature=channel_video_title  

 

Here’s some videos to help you get your site organized: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/13/qNRUO6Z2ZwI 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/7/KOeYx0k7tw0 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/6/B8Y3hxzZX2k 

 

5) Inspecting of the fruit. (Pumpkins and Squash) 

 

Article II – Section 3 and 4: 

 

3) No foreign material (fungicides, caulking material, dirt, etc.) is permitted to be 

included in the weighing. Vines must be trimmed to within one inch of the stem of 

the fruit. The judges reserve the right to fully inspect each specimen before the 

weight is announced and is official. Refusal to allow the inspection of an entry will 

cause said entry to be deemed "exhibition only"  

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/10/BETp0fWPch8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7c-r9G0cLjg&feature=channel_video_title
http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/13/qNRUO6Z2ZwI
http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/7/KOeYx0k7tw0
http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/6/B8Y3hxzZX2k
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4) The specimen must be sound, healthy and undamaged. Entries must be free of 

rot, holes or cracks through to the cavity, and serious soft spots. 

 

The judge may probe any crack, hole or opening into a pumpkin, which visually appears 

that it may extend into the interior cavity (in the presence of the grower only). A 36-

inch by 16th of an inch metal probe (can be any type of hard wire etc, just as long as it is 

rigid and won’t bend easily) will be provided to the judge to probe suspect openings.  

An opening where the probe meets no resistance into the interior cavity will disqualify that 

entry from competition. All decisions by the judges are final.  

 

Here’s a video: http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/9/tTbLjdYO2lw 

 

6) Color of fruit 

 
Article III Section 1 

Squash will be classified as follows – 100% of the following colors or color 
combinations green, blue, and gray.  The surface area of the fruit as grown in the 
garden, not including the portion that was in contact with, or close proximity to the 

ground will be considered.  This area will include the area between the ribs, around 
the stem, and the blossom end.  This ill not include any netting (cantaloping), any 

discoloration caused by the close proximity to the ground, or minimal amounts of 
white striping or mottling associated with some squash. 
A) Pumpkins will be all fruit not classified as squash 

There has been much discussion over the years on the proper classification of squash. It must 

be understood that competitive giant squash in general terms are the same variety as giant 

pumpkin, the Atlantic Giant Variety. The variety is sometimes referred to as “Show King Squash” 

named by the late Howard Dill.  The rules were changed in 2004 from a percentage green basis 

to the 100% classification in current GPC rule. This definition is recognised by The Guinness 

Book of World Records. The purpose of such a tightly defined rule is to promote the purity of 

True Green Squash and to create a fair and level playing field in the sport. 

The following is a discussion, explanation and clarification of the above rule. 

1) 100% green, blue or grey. This does not include white, yellow, cream or orange. The 

presence of any of these colors immediately classifies the specimen as a pumpkin. 

 

2) Not including the portion that was in contact with, or in close proximity to the 

ground will be considered. This allows for the area on the bottom of the fruit to have 

some white. This is the area immediately in contact with the ground which may have been 

buried in sand. This area is often white or has an absence of green. 

 

3) This area will include the area between the ribs, around the stem, and the 

blossom end. This allows for some white in the base of the ribs, immediately around the 

stem and the blossom end.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/tremor6614#p/u/9/tTbLjdYO2lw
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4) This will not include any netting (cantaloping). Calloused netting (cantalouping) that 

appears lighter in color (i.e. white, beige or cream), on the surface of the specimen will be 

allowed. It is very important for the judge to differentiate between this allowable 

catalouping and off colors that are not allowed.  

 

5)  Minimal amounts of white striping or mottling associated with some squash. 

These characteristics are allowed. The white striping referred to here is in the base of the 

ribs, not on top of the ribs. Mottling may appear as white starbursts, which are also 

allowed. 

 
Pictures and Examples 

 

 

Above is an excellent example of a True Green squash as defined by the color rule. This fruit 

clearly shows striping and some mottling as described in the rule. 
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This example of a True Green Squash shows light colored Cantalouping, some mottling and 

some white striping that is acceptable.  

 

 
 

This example shows acceptable mottling on the surface of the squash. 

 



 

9 
GPC Weigh-Off Handbook – revision date August, 2011 

 
 

This specimen was classified as squash under the old rules but would now be classified as a 

pumpkin, due to the presence of orange. 

 

 
 

This fruit although has cantalouping, clearly has pink/ orange showing through and would be 

classified as a pumpkin. 
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This specimen clearly has white showing through and on the top of the ribs, not in the base and 

would be classified as a pumpkin. 

 

            

This specimen also has way too much white/ cream and would be classified as a Pumpkin. 

Thumb Rule:  

If the color of the specimen is at all questionable, it should be classified as a pumpkin. 
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The Howard Dill Award 

This award may not be at every weigh off, but if you have this award, it is given to the prettiest 

pumpkin at the weigh off, determined by your judges or other unbiased method – some sites 

use crowd voting or an independent panel.  

 

Some sites have a size minimum for this; say 500 lbs, as an example.  This will be a site 

preference; you may decide to have no minimum. 

 

So what’s left now? 

It’s time to present the awards to the growers, the plaques, ribbons and monetary winnings (if 

you have).  Your weigh off is now complete and the most important thing left to do, is get all 

your information sent in to the GPC and Ken @ Big Pumpkins.  If there is an internet connection 

available at the site, please try to enter weights and synch with the web as they are being 

weighed.  People around the world will be watching! 

Also, if the growers themselves aren’t aware of it, all the vital statistics of the fruit can also be 

sent to the AGGC.  At www.aggc.org 

 

Other fruits and Vegetables at Your Weigh Off 

 

Please refer to our official document for a complete listing of all rules regarding other 

vegetables.    

 

http://greatpumpkincommonwealth.com/rules.php 

 

  

http://www.aggc.org/
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Long Gourds 

 

There are very few rules for long gourds, your one and only criteria for this exhibit is the length. 
No part of the stem will be considered in the total length of the specimen 
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Field pumpkins 

 

These fruit are to be inspected and judged much the same as the giant pumpkins and squash 

(i.e. trimmed vines, no holes into cavity).  They are NOT subject to the color rule – field 

pumpkins which are still partially or totally green can still be entered into the field pumpkin 

category legally.  Field pumpkins are cucurbita pepo, as opposed to “giant”pumpkins, which are 

c. maxima.  The defining characteristic of c. pepo is a hard, dark green stem. 

 

Varieties such as Prizewinner and Big Max are c. maxima and do not have hard green stems. 

These varieties are not allowed to be entered as field pumpkins 

 

 

Field Pumpkin 
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Watermelon 

 

Very popular in some weigh offs and gaining popularity. 

 

Watermelons as with the Giant Pumpkins are judged by weigh.  

 

Their outer surface must be clean of all dirt and debris, and there should be no cracking of the 

surface or penetrations to the interior of the fruit. 

 

Be sure to clip the stem end to within an inch of the fruit. 

 

 

Here is an illustration: 

 

 

 

 

Tomato 

 

This fruit is judged by weight alone, appearance needs to be clear and clear of defects and no 
cracks or lacerations to the outer skin. 

 

Tomatoes in varying states of maturity are acceptable from immature greens to ripen reds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
GPC Rules for long gourd, field 

pumpkin, watermelon and tomato 
_________________________________________ 

 
 
Long Gourds 
 

1) The long gourd competition is strictly for length. 
 

2) To obtain a measurement the long gourd must be on a horizontal flat 
surface that will support the entire length of the specimen. 

 
3) Only a metal tape measure or a carefully calibrated sliding device may 

be used for the measurement. 
 

4) No part of the stem will be considered in the total length. 
 

5) The measurement must be the straight line horizontal distance from 
the end of the gourd near the base of the stem to the tip at the blossom 
end. No curvature of the gourd is to be used to increase the 
measurement. 

 
6) All specimens must be sound, whole and firm. 

 
7) The tip of the gourd must be firm and in good condition. Those with a 

tip that is rotten, shriveled or rubbery should be left at home. If such a 
specimen does appear at a GPC site, it may be listed as damaged 
(DMG). 

 
8) Recognizing that the perfect long gourd is a rarity, very minor surface 

cracks, soft spots and other flaws may be permitted at the discretion of 
the GPC judges. 

 
9) The judges decisions are final 



 
 
 
Field Pumpkins 
 

1) Field pumpkins are classified as having a hard, green stem. 
2) Vines must be trimmed to within an inch of the stem. 
3) Green (unripe) field pumpkins are allowed for weighoff puropses. 

 
 

Watermelon 
1) This category will be judged by using the standards found in the GPC 

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR GIANT  PUMPKINS AND 
SQUASH, under Article II Fruits and Growers 

2) No frozen specimens will be allowed. 
 
Tomatoes 

1) All tomatoes must be healthy; a healthy tomato must be free of 
significant soft spots or leakage. 

2) Skin may be cracked but not leaking. 
3) Tomato must be weighed on certified scales, calibrated to 2 decimal 

places in pounds or pounds and ounces. 
4) Tomato weights must be reported in pounds and ounces, or pounds to 

2nd decimal place. (ie: 6 pounds 5.53 ounces or 6.35 lbs). 
5) Stem must be cut within .5 inches of the specimen. 
6) Green fruit will be allowed for weigh-off purposes. 
7) Specimen must be weighed on a certified scale of appropriate 

sensitivity. 
8) No frozen specimens will be allowed. 
9) The entirety of the fruit flesh must be connected – pictures or video 

must show this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. August 2015 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



THE GREAT PUMPKIN COMMONWEALTH

The GPC represents the standard of fair and equal competition for all 
participating growers and sites without prejudice.  Herein are the rules and 
regulations for competition at GPC sanctioned sites.

Article I weigh-off sites and club/group

1) A weigh-off site is the actual location where a GPC sanctioned weigh-off 
occurs.

2) The weigh-off site must have an available representative who the GPC 
Executive Committee may contact. This person shall act as an official GPC 
representative.

3) The GPC sanctioned charter to hold an official GPC weigh-off cannot be 
moved from an official GPC site unless the site representative and the 
Executive Committee give approval.

4) The GPC site is responsible for the annual GPC charter fee. A club/group 
may provide the site fee but it is ultimately the responsibility of the site.

A) For the northern hemisphere, new site fees along with proper 
paperwork are due by the first day of June the same calendar year 
the weigh-off is to be held.  For the southern hemisphere, the 
deadline is January 1st.

B) For the northern hemisphere, fees for existing sites along with any 
site updates are due by the First day of July the same calendar year 
the weigh-off is to be held. For the southern hemisphere, the 
deadline is February first.

C) All site fees received after their deadlines will be subject to a $100 
late fee.



D) The Executive Committee reserves the right to deny acceptance of 
weights for GPC prize money and recognition if the time lines are 
not met.

E) All prizes will be awarded based on the calendar year.

5) The GPC requires each of its sanctioned weigh-off sites be open to all 
growers who wish to participate.  Each site may have their own registration 
fee as long as these fees are equal for all growers wishing to enter.  Each site 
may have their prize payout structure as they choose as long as the main 
prizes are available to all growers entered in their weigh-off.  The main prize 
structure shall be defined as the majority of the money and prizes available 
for all competing growers.  Sites may, at their own discretion, offer 
additional regional bonuses not to exceed the value of the main prize 
structure.

A) The GPC rules will be strictly enforced for weights, fruit 
soundness, certification of scales, and color as stated herein. 

B) Each site will be responsible for providing no less than 3 and 
no more than 5 judges.  

C) Judges for a weigh-off will consist of any combination of the 
following: club/grower representative, site coordinator, site 
representative, and two experienced growers.

D) All judges’ decisions are final.  All judges will be 
responsible to have a complete knowledge of all rules and 
how to implement them fairly. It will be necessary to have a 
current copy of the rules present at each site in public view 
so anyone may reference them.

E) If any Judge has his/her entry in question or cannot be 
present the day of the weigh-off, they will be excused from 
the Judges panel and another will be appointed in their place 
from the above mentioned guidelines.

6) Pumpkin clubs/groups are to aid and assist the site in running a GPC 
sanctioned weigh-off upholding the integrity of the GPC and the weigh-off 
site.

7) Club/group representative and site coordinator are to be in charge of the 
gathering of registration, money, weights, measurements, and other 
information deemed necessary by the Executive Committee and the weigh-
off site.



8) The site coordinator is primarily responsible to assist any new weigh-off 
site with proper application paper work for GPC approval and to ensure that 
fees are paid before deadlines. Existing sites are to be contacted periodically 
to ensure fees are submitted in the proper time frame and the site is 
comfortable with the weigh-off arrangement.

9) The club/group representative will be the direct link between the 
Executive Committee and the growers. All communications from the 
growers to the Executive Committee and from Executive Committee to the 
growers will be channeled through this person.

10) A site representative will be responsible for representing the interests of 
the physical site.  This person should be employed by or have authority to 
dictate the interests of the site itself.

11) Site coordinators, club/group representatives, and site representatives are 
to work as a team to ensure each site is as accommodating to the growers, 
site, and GPC as possible upholding the values of fair competition.

A) All growers must comply with the rules and regulations set forth at 
a GPC weigh-off site they wish to participate in. Any additional rules 
the GPC site wishes to have must be fair and impartial for all growers 
wishing to participate.

B) The above mentioned representatives will also assume 
responsibility of ensuring the integrity of the fruits and that scales 
have been calibrated by a recognized weights and measurement 
business or government agency prior to the weigh-off.

Article II Fruits and Growers

1) The entry must be exhibited by the grower or team. In the case of an 
emergency where the grower or team cannot be present to exhibit the entry, 
the site coordinator, club/grower representative, and site representative will 
make a determination regarding the validity of a grower or team’s absence.

A) “Grower” is defined as a person who has grown and cared for the 
entry from planting to harvest.

B) “Team” is defined as any two or more “Growers” who exhibit 
together. 



2) All specimens that will be submitted to the GPC for prize money and 
recognition must be weighed on a certified scale with only the fruit on the 
scale. Any fruit weighed with a tarp, pallet, or any other lifting device will 
be classified unofficial weight or “EXH”.

A)  A certified scale is one that has been inspected and certified by a 
governmental agency and must have a current certification sticker attached 
to the scale.  Scales that have been certified by other qualified agencies for 
commercial purposes as “legal for trade” are also acceptable.

B)  All sites should use a 4’ x 4’ platform scale or larger, sitting level 
on a solid stable surface.

3) No foreign material (i.e.: fungicides, caulking, skin additives etcetera) 
will be permitted in the weighing of any fruit. Vines must be trimmed to 
within one inch of the stem of the fruit. The judges have the right to inspect 
any and all fruit before weights and measurements become official. Refusal 
of any inspection to an entry will cause the entry to be classified exhibition 
only.

4) The specimen must be sound, healthy, and undamaged. Entries must be 
free of rot, holes or cracks through to the cavity, and serious soft spots.

A) The Judges reserve the right to probe cracks, holes, and to dig out 
soft spots to judge a fruit official or not. Before the Judges can 
execute any of the previous they must have the grower present.

B) A serious soft spot is one that is greater than 3 inches in diameter, 
and greater than 3 inches deep.  The dimensions of the soft spot 
will be measured after all soft material has been removed with a 
spoon.

C) If there are more than two soft spots that require material to be 
removed and measured, the pumpkin will be disqualified even if 
each is smaller than the definition of “a serious soft spot”.

D) Judging is to be completed before a fruit is officially weighed.

5)  The GPC will recognize one entry per grower or team for top ten average 
calculations.

A)  Entries other than the grower’s one official entry will be entered 
as “EXH – exhibition” for legal fruit and “DMG – damaged” for 
illegal fruit.



B) If a grower or team wants to bring multiple entries they must 
contact the site representative(s) prior to the weighoff day to ensure 
the site can accommodate their multiple fruit.

6) No specimen will be allowed into competition at a GPC site if that 
specimen has been previously entered at another competition.

Article III Color Requirements and Prize Money

1) Squash will be classified as follows- 100% of the following colors or 
color combinations green, blue, and gray. The surface area of the fruit as 
grown in the garden, not including the portion that was in contact with, or 
close proximity to the ground will be considered. This area will include the 
area between the ribs, around the stem, and the blossom end. This will not 
include any netting (cantaloping), any discoloration caused by the close 
proximity to the ground, or minimal amounts of white striping or mottling 
associated with some squash.

A) Pumpkins will be all fruit not classified as squash. 

2) Only the heaviest entry per class by a grower or team will receive 
monetary awards.

3)  The GPC will only pay one monetary prize per fixed address per class.

A) A fixed address will be defined as a parcel of land used by growers 
and/or teams to grow their entries.

4) In the event of a tie of two or more places all entries that are tied will
have the prize money for the places that are tied added together then split 
equally amongst the places that are involved.

5) GPC non-monetary awards (i.e. jackets) will be given to a maximum of 
two persons for one entry (in the event of a team).  These awards will be 
given at the GPC’s discretion with the GPC reserving the right to distribute 
non-monetary awards as deemed necessary.

6) An entry must be weighed at one of the sanctioned weigh-off sites, on the 
recognized weigh-off date for that site to be eligible for GPC awards and 
prize money.

7) The GPC will only recognize specimens that have been entered into the 
Bigpumpkins.com “GPC Weighoff Results” database for public viewing 
before November 30th.



Article IV Weigh-off Dates and Mileage Requirements

1) The GPC will recognize a weigh-off period instead of a fixed
Weigh-off date. The weigh-off period will start on February 1st and extend to 
the 25th of October.

2) There shall be no minimum mileage distance recognized between GPC 
sanctioned weigh-off sites. The Executive Committee will decide as to 
where and when GPC sanctioned weigh-off sites will be allowed regardless 
of distance between sites and calendar dates.

3) All date changes, relative to the calendar year, must be submitted to the 
GPC steering committee at least 7 months prior to the weighoff.  For 
example, if your weighoff is traditionally held the 1st Saturday in October, a 
move to a different day would require approval.

4) All rain dates must be submitted for approval by the Executive 
Committee no later than 3 months before the weigh-off is to be held. All 
sites must make every concession for fair and inclement weather. Rain dates 
will only be used in the case of an emergency, after the Executive 
Committee gives approval to move the weigh-off date to the rain date. 

5) The Great Pumpkin Commonwealth and its officially sanctioned sites 
shall not be held liable for compensation, loss, damage, or injury to any 
person, exhibit, or personal property.

EFFECTIVE DATE AND AUTHORITY

Every provision of these amendments to the GPC Rules shall take effect 
February 28, 2010.  The provisions of the GPC Rules shall be enforced 
throughout the family of GPC sanctioned sites.  The GPC Executive 
Committee reserves the right of judicial authority to govern all sanctioned 
GPC sites according to these rules.



 
COMPETITION RULES 

 

1. The vegetable must be grown and cared for by the exhibitor.  Barring 

emergencies the exhibitor must make every reasonable attempt to be 

present at the weigh-off.  If the exhibitor cannot be present it is the 

responsibility of the exhibitor to arrange for a representative to be 

present on the exhibitors’ behalf throughout the weigh-off including 

the awards ceremony. 

 

2. An exhibitor can only enter one specimen per class.  Only two entries 

per family or household will be eligible for competition or cash 

awards in any single category.  All additional family or household 

entries will be weighed, recognized and are eligible for special 

awards. 

 

3. Vegetable classes and top prizes that will be recognized at the Glad 

Gardens Weigh Off  on the last Saturday in September: 

 

A. Giant Pumpkin   I.  Largest Radish  

B. Giant Squash   J.  Largest Sunflower Head 

C. Largest Tomato   K. Tallest Sunflower 

D. Field Pumpkin 

      L.   Longest Gourd 

E.  Biggest Watermelon  M.  Longest Carrot 

F.  Heaviest Beet   N.  Tallest Corn 

G. Heaviest Cabbage    O. Heaviest Green Marrow 

H. Largest Onion   M.  Open Vegetable Class 



 

4. Each competition will have three to five active AVGVG members to 

act as judges and also inspect entries and supervise the weighing. 

 

5. All decisions by the judges are final. 

 

6. Colour requirements – To be eligible for the heaviest pumpkin, the 

entry must have rib base color of orange, cream, yellow or white.  

Fruit with rib base colour of green, blue, or gray will be classed as 

squash.  Combinations of rib base colours that include orange, white, 

cream or yellow will be considered as pumpkins. 

 

7. The specimen must be sound, healthy and undamaged.  Entries must 

be free of rot, holes and/or cracks through to the cavity, chemical 

residue and serious soft spots.  Any variation from these requirements 

may result in an exhibit being moved to exhibition class only. 

 

8. No foreign material (fungicides, caulking material, dirt, etc) is 

permitted to be included in the weighing.  Vine must be trimmed to 

one inch from the stem of the fruit.  The judges reserve the right to 

fully inspect each specimen before the weight is announced and is 

official. 

 

9. Entries entered or weighed at any other National or International 

Competition prior to this contest is not eligible for competition. 

 

10.  In the event of a tie, the prize money for those tied will be combined 

with the next place and split equally. 

 

11. All exhibitors grant the AVGVG permission to publish the results of 

the competition. 

 

12. To be eligible to enter the Young Gardner’s category on any class you 

must be 16 or younger on the weigh off date.  

 

 

       

 

 



 

Entry Data: Glad Gardens 2015 

This information is required to be listed with the GPC 

 

Grower: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Pumpkin S Squash       Long Gourd  Watermelon  Tomato 

     Field Pumpkin (one sheet per type of entry) 

Female: ___________________________________ Seed 

Male:        __________________________________ Seed 

Date Set: __________________________ (DD/MM/YY) 

Distance On Vine:  _______________________ Feet  

Circumference:  _________________ Inches  

Over the Side:     _________________ Inches 

Over the Top:      _________________ Inches 

Total Inches:       _________________ Inches 

 

Official Weight:  __________________ lbs  



 

 

Glad Gardens 2015 Official Entry Form 

I wish to enter the following classes of competition for 2015: 

1. Heaviest Pumpkin ____________  9. Largest Sunflower Head ____________  

2. Heaviest Squash  ____________  10. Longest Carrot  ____________ 

3. Heaviest Watermelon ____________ 11. Heaviest Green Marrow ____________ 

4. Heaviest Field Pumpkin ____________ 12. Heaviest Beet  ____________ 

5. Longest Gourd  ____________ 13. Tallest Corn  ____________ 

6. Heaviest Tomato   ____________ 14. Heaviest Radish  ____________ 

7. Tallest Sunflower   ____________ 15. Heaviest Cabbage                 ____________  

8. Heaviest Onion    ____________ 16. Open Vegetable (Type) ___________________________ 

I have read and understand the Rules of the AVGVG Glad Gardens Weigh Off which I am 

entering. I agree to abide by these rules and accept the judge’s decision as being final.  

Name   _____________________________________________________________ 

Address  _____________________________________________________________  

Postal Code  _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone   _____________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail  _____________________________________________________________ 

Signature  __________________________________________ Date ___________________ 

      Adult Class: $15:00 Entry Fee:  Paid by:  Cash_________        Cheque _________ 

      Young Gardner’s Class (16 and under): Free 

Contestant Tag Number __________________________ 


