Annapolis Valley Giant Vegetable Growers

August 2016

News From The
Patch
Welcome to the AVGVG Patch News
Dry and hot muggy weather has certainly been the challenge this year. Many
growers have experienced a real lack of rain but no shortage of sun and high
humidity. June in the Annapolis Valley saw the lowest rainfall amounts in 20
years making it difficult to get plants sized up and pollinations started. With
that said, July brought better circumstances as well as a few more showers,
however, August has turned many growers to irrigation to get some size and
weight on. Whatever your circumstances have been, we hope that you have
met those challenges and are looking forward to a great Weigh Off Season.
We have put together a few newsworthy items for your review and hope that
you will benefit from some or all of this information

Help Feed Our Web Site
Our web site AVGVG.com
needs to be fed so we want
your photos and videos


Patch Pics



Weigh Off Pics



Garden Pics



Even pics of your
pests in the garden!

Our site will eat almost anything digital!
E-mail them along to
kpphalen@hotmail.com for
inclusion on our web site.

Welcome to New Members
We would like to warmly welcome the following new members to the AVGVG:


Peter Paczkoski of Roblin, Manitoba



Daryl Tingley of Frederiction, New Brunswick



Robert Wright of Belwood, Ontario

We encourage everyone who is a gardening enthusiast to join a club for the knowledge exchange, friendly competition, contests, growing information and, of course,
great seeds. Our membership fees are $15.00 per year which, given the variety and
quality of seeds alone, is the best gardening bargain you will find anywhere! Membership renewals start again in September and are good for all of 2017. Renewals
for 2017 can be sent to Paul Cameron, 409 Arnold Road , Grafton, Nova Scotia, B0P 1V0 or renew at the Glad Gardens or Dill Weigh Off`s.
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Important Upcoming Competition Dates


Frederiction Exhibition, Frederiction, New Brunswick September 3, 2016



Hants County Exhibition, Windsor, Nova Scotia, September 15, 2016



Provincial Giant Pumpkin Festival, Neguac, New Brunswick, September 18, 2016



AVGVG Glad Gardens Weigh Off, Waterville, Nova Scotia, September 23/24, 2016



Windsor/West Hants Pumpkin Weigh Off, Dill Farm, Windsor, Nova Scotia, October 1, 2016



Millville Pumpkin Festival, Millville, Nova Scotia (date not available at printing)



Journee de la Citrouille Weigh Off, Edmundston, N.B. (date not available at printing)

Glad Gardens, NS Celebrates 20 Years (Valley Harvester)

Ron Muis, 149.25” LG, 2015

Gardening is a matter of
your enthusiasm holding
up until your back gets
used to it. ~Author
Unknown

There’s an old saying that if you
love what you’re doing, you’ll
never work another day in your
life. That philosophy comes to life
every day at Glad Gardens Greenhouses & Farm Market in Waterville.With a unique large log greenhouse and huge tropical plants,
many people have remarked that
it’s more like walking into a botanical garden than a commercial
greenhouse.
“We fell in love with Nova Scotia
on a camping vacation with our
daughter, Daina, and her husband,
Dave Condie,” says Laura Budde,
one of the owners.
“A few years later, we found a way
to move here when we found
Glad Gardens was for sale in 1996.
The farm was originally a combination of a market garden, fruit
and vegetable stand, and an orchard. There was one little greenhouse, a trailer full of annuals, and

the ‘store’ was an unfinished threecar garage that everyone called the
canteen.”
“We had a big farmhouse, so we
blended the households and it’s
worked,” she says. “We also discovered that Daina had a flair for
putting together arrangements of
plants and flowers that has made
us unique.”
Through the years, the business
has grown and flourished, and
now has six greenhouses and a
fully-equipped garden centre, selling a wide selection of garden art,
shrubs, trees, annuals, perennials,
and local fruit and vegetables.
Since customer satisfaction is key
to this business, they’ve been fortunate in finding staff members
over the past 20 years who love
what they do and have an instinct
for their work.
One of them is their fertilizer and
soil specialist, Jeff Reid, who is

also a wizard at growing giant
vegetables. Every September, Glad
Gardens hosts a giant vegetable
weigh-in for the Annapolis Valley
Giant Vegetable Growers and it’s
one of the highlights of the year.
“Connie Rogers uses her years of
experience assisting people with
high-quality trees and shrubs.
Laura Bourassa’s love and knowledge of plants has greatly expanded our perennial department.
They both love helping people
find the right plants for their
needs. Michael MacDougall runs
the market garden and orchard
with Laura’s husband, Bob. Dave
is the master of all trades who
helps keep things running.”
At this time of the year, Budde
says they’re very busy as people
prepare their flower gardens while
they wait for the seeds they
planted in the vegetable garden to
sprout and grow into fresh veggies
later in the season.

GPC Rule Changes
If you have not already heard,
the GPC executive have been
busy posting new and clarified
rules for competition. The
significant changes revolve
around what is acceptable
color for squash vs. pumpkins.
These changes have been made
in the spirit of enabling fair
competition for everyone. Our

own past president - Jeff Reid
is the GPC Eastern Canadian
Representative for 2016 and
has assisted in these changes.
Last year the Long Gourd rules
were also updated to reflect
fair competition. Other additions to the documents include
links to various YouTube videos that will assist both grow-

ers and event organizers. The
updated documents can be
found on the GPC Web Page::
www.greatpumpkincommonwea
lth.com/
Our thanks to the whole GPC
Executive for their work on
ensuring that competition is as
fair as possible.
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AVGVG Glad Gardens Weigh Off Update
Our 8th Annual Glad Gardens Weigh Off will take place
in Waterville on Friday Night
September 23rd from 7pm 9pm and on Saturday September 24th from 10 am to 3 pm .
We will have a very important planning meeting on
August 22 at 7:00 pm at the
Windermere Hall in Berwick. Everyone is encouraged to attend.
Sponsor letters have gone out
to the various businesses and

we have received grants from
The Province of Nova Scotia
and the Municipality of the
County of Kings to help with
our event costs. A few things
to keep in mind:




To be eligible to win
the Wayne Knox Memorial Trophy you
must be a paid member
by August 22nd, 2016
and have the heaviest
pumpkin at the event;

forts to pull off a successful event. We need
your help;


Event posters will be
available for distribution on August 22nd to
help everyone spread
the word; and



All rules and event information will be
posted on our web site
following the planning
meeting.

It takes everyone’s ef-

Seed Saving
It’s that time of year again to
start thinking about saving
your seeds for another year either for your own use or the
club seed pack/seed sale. We
really depend on members’
contributions to fill our annual
seed pack and to help with our
major fall fundraising efforts.
Many people have started
growing Giant Cabbage and
are wondering “How do I get
some seeds from these?” -

John Butler of Ontario who
regularly seeds his Giant Cornish Cabbage offers the following tips:
Cabbage takes 2 years to seed
I grow one in a 10 to 15 gal muck
bucket then put it in the fruit cellar
in the winter
You can transplant one or grow in a
heated greenhouse
I take it outside in the spring and
plant it
The head will rot away and branches

will grow and flower
Make sure you cut the pods off before they completely dry out or they
will split and release the seeds
I cut the pods off when they start to
turn tan put them in a 5 gal pail
Crunch them with my hands when
they dry and the seeds fall to the
bottom of the pail
There are also plenty of web
sites and You Tube Videos on
seed saving for brassica!

AVGVG 2016 Contests
We have two great contests on
the go this year (over and
above our regular weigh off
competitions):
Our first is our “Seed of the
Year “ contest which this year
is the heaviest pumpkin grown
by a member from the 1415
Ansems 2015 seed (and
weighed at a weigh off) will

win $100.00. If you have
grown this pumpkin we need
to have your weight submitted
to the club by the last day of
October 2016.
Our second contest is the
“Year of the Long Gourd”
Contest .We have a $100.00
prize for the club member with
the overall longest long gourd,

and we have a second $100.00
prize for the grower with the
longest gourd who has not
grown before, or has not competed in long gourd in the previous two years.
Prizes will be awarded at our
December Christmas Social.
Good Luck to Everyone!

Remember to bring
your crosses and
growing information to
the competitions to be
registered on
Bigpumpkins.com

Annapolis Valley Giant
Vegetable Growers
What’s Wrong with this Picture ?
AVGVG 2016 Executive
Ron Muis, President, beetgreen01@gmail.com
Gerard Ansems, Vice President, gansems@xcountry.tv
Judy Knox, Secretary, dm.knox@ns.sympatico.ca
Paul Cameron, Treasurer, paulcameron@live.ca
Brian Keneally, Seed Coordinator, fbkenneally@eastlink.ca

Like us on Facebook by
searching:
Annapolis Valley Giant
Vegetable Growers Growers
Find us on the Web at:
www.avgvg.com

GPC Early Tomato Submission
Each year many of us have Giant Tomatoes
that ripen early. The GPC and Bigpumpkins.com have a way of getting your monster tomato registered before it hits the
compost bin.
Virtual Early Tomato Weigh off
· The GPC has set up an avenue to record
and recognise weights of tomatoes harvested prior to the annual weigh off season.
This is called the Virtual Early Tomato
Weigh off.
· Results will be recorded on the Early Tomato listing, on the GPC info page at
Big Pumpkins.com.
· The GPC will accept entries up until September 30th of each year.
· The GPC will accept a maximum of three
(3) entries per grower per year. Any other
entries must be entered at a regular GPC
sanctioned weigh off.
· Early entries must be weighed on a certified scale, such as a supermarket deli scale.
Growers must supply a picture on the scale
with their entry, the readout should be
visible or a weigh slip.

· Early entries must be witnessed by an impartial third party witness, such as the scale
operator.
· Any Tomato challenging the world record
(to be eligible for GPC bonus money) must
be verified by a GPC rep, either in person
or by his/her designate.
· Entries must adhere to the tomato rules as
set out below
· Growers must complete and submit the
“Early Submission Form for Tomatoes” as
found on the GPC web site, resources section, to John Vincent, mail to:
tomato@greatpumpkincommonwealth.com
within 24 hrs of the specimen being
weighed.
Tomato Eligibility Rules
1) All tomatoes must be healthy; a healthy
tomato must be free of significant soft spots
or leakage.
2) Skin may be cracked but not leaking.
3) Tomato must be weighed on certified
scales, calibrated to 2 decimal places in
pounds or pounds and ounces.
4) Tomato weights must be reported in
pounds and ounces, or pounds to 2nd deci-

mal place. (ie: 6 pounds 5.53 ounces or 6.35
lbs).
5) Stem must be cut within .5 inches of the
specimen.
6) Green fruit will be allowed for weigh-off
purposes.
7) Specimen must be weighed on a certified
scale of appropriate sensitivity.
8) No frozen specimens will be allowed.
9) The entirety of the fruit flesh must be
connected – pictures or video must show
this
Check Out www.avgvg.com to
download THE GPC Entry Form for
Early Tomato

